‘Family Literacy Program’
bringing American dream to life
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Long after the last school bell of the day rings, evening classes begin at North Miami Beach Senior High Community School.  Where families from all over the world are providing the quest for success is a “universal language.”

Thanks to a Department of Education grant obtained by Dr. Sandra White, assistant  principal for community education.  North Miami Beach Sr. High recently kicked off a “Family Literacy Program” featuring free ESOL classes for adults (English for Speakers of Other Languages).  The program also features educational pre-K through fifth grade child care and is offered at two other locations-Oak Grove Elementary and a Head Start center.


While adults in the Family Literacy Program at North Miami Beach Sr. High are immersed in 
ESOL OR GED classes, learning how to use computers, participating in parenting workshops or taking advantage of social worker services, children being cared for nearby will be enhancing reading skills, getting help with homework and focusing on elevating FACAT scores.


The great component of the program will bring parents together in study groups.  “One of our main objectives is to help parents learn how to work with their children on academic skills at home.” White said. “Research shows the educational level of a child is dependent on a parent’s educational level.”


On Oct. 10, in conjunction with National Community Education Day, students teachers, parents, business and community gathered at North Miami Beach Sr. High to mark the launch of the Family Literacy Program.


During the event, Lisa Blair, executive  director of the Miami Dade Family Learning Partnership, announced plans for providing books to Family Literacy parents for their children’s home library.  Blair also discussed a project to distribute Thanksgiving baskets including books for families.  Other special guests included Beleta Lockwood, director of Head Start, one of this year’s Family Literacy locations; and Zelaya Richburg, representing the North Miami Beach Library.


A memorable “Family Literacy” moment was the presentation of a proclamation from the City of North Miami Beach, read by Councilman Jay Chernoff, recognizing the importance of Community Education Day. 


The theme for this year’s Community Education Day, ‘Partners in Community Education.  Highlights the great achievement that can be made when proactive people from all segments of the community unite,” White explained.


North Miami Beach Sr. High has already forged strong ties with many civic and business organizations such as the Aventura Marketing Council’s Education Committee.  “These partnerships will help facilitate job opportunities or open doors to joint ventures supporting parents and children; the assimilation of foreign nationals; and promoting South Florida’s economic vitality.”


The critical need to address the needs of children and families was recently highlighted by passage of the Children’s Trust advocated by David Lawrence.


“Community Education leaders share the philosophy that the success of the child is tied to the success of ‘the whole family,’” White said.  “By reaching out to business and community leaders, we hope to heighten awareness about the challenges faced by parents and students attending evening classes to improve their education.  Though joint efforts, collaborations and connections, we can join together to support working families,  improve academics, keep children safe and make our community a better place.”


The family Literacy Program at North Miami Beach Sr. High Community School is encouraging community support and seeking assistance from qualified volunteers capable of providing language translation or tutoring services.  High school student volunteers will be eligible to receive community service credit hours.  For more information, phone: 305-949-8381.

